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Kaiser Permanente 

• Among 11551 HIV PrEP users in this 
system followed between November 
2022-December 2023, 2253 (19.5%) 
initiated doxyPEP
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www.godisco.ca
Currently enrolling 

at SMH!

www.optionslab.ca

Reva.persaud@unityhealth.to
Stanley.onyegbule@unityhealth.to

http://www.godisco.ca/
http://www.optionslab.ca/
mailto:Reva.persaud@unityhealth.to
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22 – 26 July · Munich, Germany and virtual aids2024.org

Characteristics of the dPEP Trial 
qualitative IDI sample (N=40)

Characteristics N = 40 (%)

Age

Median [IQR] 24.2 [22.4-27.9]

18-25 24 (60.0%)

26-30 16 (40.0%)

Marital status

Never married 34 (85.0%)

Married 2 (5.0%)

Separated 3 (7.5%)

Divorced 1 (2.5%)

Living with a primary partner

Yes 3 (7.5%)

No 36 (90.0%)

Does not have a partner 1 (2.5%)

Characteristics N = 40 (%)

Highest level of education

Primary school, not complete 2 (5.0%)

Primary school, complete 5 (12.5%)

Secondary school, not complete 5 (12.5%)

Secondary school, complete 18 (45.0%)

Attended post-secondary school 10 (25.0%)

Employment status

Does not have an income of her 

own 
15 (37.5%)

Informal sector employment 24 (60.0%)

Other 1 (2.5%)

Engages in transactional sex

Yes 24 (60.0%)

No 16 (40.0%)
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22 – 26 July · Munich, Germany and virtual aids2024.org

Results Summary

Key barriers remained, but 
their emphasis shifted over 
time.

We observed consistent 
themes, though their 
prominence varied at 
different stages

Early experiences

Side Effects

Stigma and privacy 
concerns

Partner influence and reactions

Forgetfulness and Routine disruptions

Logistical challenges and pill management

Month 6

Stigma and privacy 
concerns

Forgetfulness
Side effects

Partner Influence

Logistical challenges

Month 12

Forgetfulness

Side effects
Stigma and privacy concerns

Lake of immediate perceived benefits

Logistical concerns

FGDs after study exit

Side effects

Stigma and social 
perception

Inconvenient dosing schedule

Misconceptions and lack of knowledge

Peer influence and social dynamics

Doxycycline PrEP Prevents STIs 
Without Affecting Vaginal Bacterial 

Flora in Female Sex Workers
S.Abe1 , D.Shiojiri2, A.Kawashima1, H.Uemura1, N.Ando1, D.Mizushima1, H.Gatanaga1 and S.Oka1

1AIDS Clinical Center, National Center for Global Health and Medicine, Tokyo, Japan
2Personal Health Clinic, Tokyo, Japan

I have no relevant financial relationships with ineligible companies to disclose.
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・Under 18 years

・Not cisgender female sex workers

・Doxycycline not given prophylactically 

to prevent STIs

Cisgender women who attended the Personal Health 

Clinic between October 1, 2022, and November 14, 2023.

N=2680

N=96

(Cisgender FSWs prescribed DoxyPrEP or DoxyPEP) 

N=40

(Cisgender FSWs prescribed DoxyPrEP with STI data available before and after DoxyPrEP initiation)
-29 FSWs：vaginal smear test data were available

-22 FSWs：Follow-Up Interview Summaries in Medical Records were available

・DoxyPEP(N＝6) 

・Without STI test data either before or 

after DoxyPrEP initiation (N=50)
★The number of tests for STIs (chlamydia, gonorrhea, and syphilis) 

at the initial visit to the clinic was not included in the total.

Abbreviations: FSWs :female sex workers  

N=40

Prevalence at first visit

Chlamydia,  N (%) 7(17.5)

Gonorrhea,  N (%) 6(15.0)

Syphilis(active) ,  N (%) 0(0)

Syphilis(prehistory) ,  N (%) 2(5.0)

BV,  N (%) (※N=14) 8(57.1)

VVC,  N (%) (※N=14) 0(0)

HIV infection,  N (%) 0(0)

active HBV infection,  N (%) 0(0)

Total observation period(Person-Years) 69.2

＊Total number of STI tests 1757

＊Total number of STI tests/Person-Years 25.4

Result① Baseline characteristics

＊If multiple sites were tested simultaneously, each test was counted separately. 

Vaginal smears were not included in the counts of STI tests.

N=40

Age(yrs), med [IQR] 29[26.0-33.5]

18-29,  N (%) 22(55.0)

30-39,  N (%) 15(37.5)

40+,  N (%) 3(7.5)

Race

Asian,  N (%) 40(100)

HIV-PrEP,  N (%) 33(82.5)

Contraceptive pill,  N (%) 35(87.5)
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Before DoxyPrEP After starting DoxyPrEP

Number of

Diagnosis
PYs

IR

(/100 PYs)

Number of

Diagnosis
PYs

IR

(/100 PYs)
IRR(95%CI)

Overall STIs

(N=40)
108 46.5 232.3 18 22.7 79.2

0.33(0.13-0.84)

p=0.020

Chlamydia

(N=40)
74 46.5 159.2 13 22.7 57.2

0.35(0.12-1.03)

p=0.056

Gonorrhea

(N=40)
26 46.5 55.9 5 22.7 22.0

0.45(0.15-1.29)

p=0.136

Syphilis

(N=40)
8 46.5 17.2 0 22.7 0 －

Bacterial 

Vaginosis(N=27)
36 34.2 105.2 23 16.7 137.7

1.19(0.72-1.94)

p=0.499

Vulvovaginal 

candidiasis(N=27)
18 34.2 52.6 12 16.7 71.8

1.52(0.62-3.70)

p=0.358

Abbreviations: PYs：Person-Years, IR：Incidence Rates, IRR：Incidence Rate Ratio, 95% CI: 95% Confidence Interval

Result②：Incidence for each Infection Before and After Starting DoxyPrEP

0.0%

2.2%

5.7%

2.6%

2.3%

7.5%

20.7%

10.2%

0% 5% 10% 15% 20% 25%

Syphilis

Gonorrhea

Chlamydia

Overall STIｓ

Before DoxyPrEP After starting DoxyPrEP

8.9%

17.0％

8.5%

17.1%

0% 5% 10% 15% 20%

Vulvovaginal
Candidiasis

Bacterial
Vaginosis

Before DoxyPrEP After starting DoxyPrEP

STIs
Number of Tests Number of Tests/PYs 

Before After Before After

Overall STIs 1055 702 22.7 30.9

Chlamydia 358 230 7.7 10.1

Gonorrhea 348 231 7.5 10.2

Syphilis 349 241 7.5 10.6
Abbreviations: RR: Risk Ratio, PYs: Person-Years

Result③： Test positivity rate(Incidence/number of tests)

Number of Tests Number of Tests/PYs 

Before After Before After

Bacterial

Vaginosis
211 135 6.2 8.1

Vulvovaginal

Candidiasis
211 135 6.2 8.1
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Result④：Follow-Up Interview Summaries in Medical Records 

Response(N=22) Count %

Adherence to DoxyPrEP

No missed doses(100%) 16 72.7

Missed doses 1-2 times/month 6 27.3

Missed doses >3 times/month 0 0

Side Effect＊

Nausea and vomiting 5 22.7

Diarrhea 1 5.0

Genital itching 3 13.6

Condom Use Frequency

No change 21 95.5

Increase 1 4.5

Decrease 0 0

Benefits and Concerns ＊

Reduction in anxiety about STIs 16 72.7

Reduction in the incidence of STIs 16 72.7

Decrease in days off from sex work 7 31.8

Cost 8 36.4

＊Multiple answers allowed

Get involved!

• IAS+ platform

• CIPHER grants on pediatric HIV in LMICs

• Webinars: Heart of Stigma, Vaccines, 
mpox…

• Mentorship program

• Abstract reviews


